
Superintendent’s Communication Brief: June 24 - June 30, 2019 
 

Congratulations to our Peekskill High School seniors who received numerous scholarships and 
awards at our annual Senior Awards Night on Monday! Thank you to the many schools and 
organizations that contributed to our students' gifts. We would also like to recognize Mrs. Maria 
Gordineer for her tireless efforts in helping to secure these funds for our students! See more photos 
from the event ​here​. 
 

 
 
This week, faculty and staff at Peekskill Middle School celebrated the close of the school year by 
enjoying a luncheon together. PKMS Principal Mr. Jamal Lewis thanked the group for a successful 
year and wished everyone a relaxing summer.  Thank you to Mr. Lewis for sponsoring the lunch and 
honoring the staff, and thank you to everyone involved who helped make this a great event! 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/peekskillcsd/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2628623550509746&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCIq_3mFroUnHYGg7Sbehwbs9ox9Rr6D4mnzJ0062WisZDwwfif4F5MStn6JuO1x3Wr1UWIZYEkqRMk0S6X4HN3MuCDlWyneaUJBxr0e3SROVu6bMTOJFrPX8r-i4wT-Iw7gsxCu--6NCTAbNp9mrBss-LRqS9k8mTaeYZcR8ZkGOhRAIsjPbR4XdRhg9plvSX9FqK2W_SXnioc5sISHtLbl9V-mnv6fW3pF7HIgj9UxODnL5k2ahWfGMvwRZfUR6D5kw8dcGh-4IVyupHUow6qOlaXHvUH8Xf3_4rzb1fOX0Q5_wqjm_ldcQj9B7-65BORJy1nTcq9yG7YAc-gAfuECoVyj9hjRjwH5ZKjpZq2Xn-9K4JmYg6tvFKpOzji_ERCCUD913Tc7G4D_XeLIh3GKhUIuoUM0giyG8s6NFbF-6J1l1rafgvH804IN_FC1twIQzwcuBAUKAGTqPYH&__tn__=-UC-R


This week also brought the last of our SEPTO yoga sessions with Ms. Karen Faulkner. Ms. Faulkner 
taught an eight-week course in conjunction with the Peekskill Special Education Parent Teacher 
Organization and helped provide yoga for our special needs students and their families. 
 

 
 
This week, Dr. Mauricio and PCSD Parent, Family and Community Liaison Mrs. Maria Olivier Flores 
met with Ms. Rebecca Christner, the Executive Director of Rockland 21st Century Collaborative for 
Children and Youth (Rockland 21C) and Dr. Santiago who supports district leaders.  The group 
discussed the New York State Community Schools Technical Assistance Center’s upcoming 
conference in October at Manhattanville College. At this event, PCSD representatives will learn how 
to align systems to help support our community school strategies.  
 

 
 



This week, the MBK Black Diamonds held an end-of-the-year student and parent celebration. The 
event recognized this year's accomplishments, including: college tours, a guest speaker series, a 
focus on improving academics, exploring life goals, and attending regularly scheduled Sunday 
empowerment meetings.  The Peekskill City School District would like to recognize Mr. Martin 
McDonald for his vision and leadership and the MBK scholars for their commitment to achieve 
greatness. 
 

 
 
This week, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education Mr. Dan Callahan and PCSD Parent, 
Family and Community Liaison Mrs. Maria Olivier Flores met with My Brother’s Keeper Consultant 
Mr. Ed Lawson. The group continued conversations regarding our MBK Local Action Plan and 
discussed what the 2019-2020 school year will entail for the initiative.  



 

 
 
Oakside’s recent Grade 3 Awards Night included a special surprise - a group of music students 
started off the celebration with a mini-concert!  The ensemble, directed by Oakside’s Music 
Teacher Cynthia Reynolds, was made up of students who had earned their Music Karate Black 
Belts in either the Recorder Karate or Strings Karate curriculum.  In order to achieve their black 
belts, students had to master 9 songs of progressive difficulty.  The concert included both Black 
Belt songs, as well as the entire ensemble playing “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star.”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This week Dr. Mauricio and Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education Dr. Mary Keenan 
Foster met with the Peekskill Parent Teacher Organization’s new class parent chairs, Sarah 
Paterson and Melanie Fuentes. The group discussed how the District could further support the 
PTO's class parent initiative.  
 

 
 
Congratulations to our Peekskill Middle School Grade 8 students who graduated this week! The 
graduation was held on Tuesday, June 25 at the Paramount Theater in Peekskill. We look 
forward to welcoming these students to Peekskill High School in the fall! View more photos from 
the event ​here​.  
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/peekskillcsd/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2634506239921477


 
 
Save the date for the PHS Interact Club’s summer blood drive on Thursday, July 11 from 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m. in the PHS Library! To sign up to donate, please call the number listed below or scan the QR 
code on the flyer. 
 

 
 
Each year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture partners with local organizations like Peekskill 
Schools, to provide free meals to children when school is out for summer vacation. This year, meals 
will be served Monday through Thursday at Peekskill High School, Dunbar Heights and the Kiley 
Youth Center from July 1 through August 8, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Meals will also be 
served at Oakside Elementary, Peekskill Middle School and the Peekskill Youth Bureau for children 
attending those programs ONLY. Please note that these three sites are NOT open to the public for 



this program. There are no income requirements and no registration is necessary. Any child who is 
18 years old or younger is eligible for meals. For more information, contact (914) 737-0201 Ext. 
3725. or ​click here​. For more information about the national Summer Food Service Program, visit: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks​. 
 

 
 
 
Our last week of the 2018-2019 school year concluded with the Peekskill High School Class of 
2019 graduation, which was held Sunday, June 30 at the Paramount Theater. We proudly 
congratulate our graduates and wish them the very best as they move forward into a new 
chapter of their lives. We applaud our graduates for their hard work and success, and thank the 
many school, community and family members that supported these students along their 
educational journey at Peekskill Schools. View over 400 photos from graduation ​here​. 

http://www.peekskillcsd.org/domain/787
http://www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks
https://www.facebook.com/pg/peekskillcsd/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2636695153035919&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAn5-yvxOlG-C-LYuzaSZWlBcemxmAzp2T5CqXbzdef0AyC3Wzb6YoV-73ujak50ruvDXnkgnigYiaHTAfcntrZ3KbIqj_yPanvqMdz63SXkpPqBwBCPDF6exc8DvbSDiGJTK3YqhP8SfLLfWAUsW6WA-tualKKFu5lM7DAmFGcJ-n2ut6KMhlGNb7_NBKWu72E11hQ9UL0fRa36Kt7Jsq_l68UYmYUfyHY4GfVJ673BNK1coZck7-dUyySiGKsd9oyD6z7HWL0CurAwNYHHXNqnQKHu02RCU9GyNLlJIUELGfEO6egFktqcGgspZYJL2kwA56KgxZrzWQQDsiXNNCh0SLt_pb00iTK9EhGGdMTCtIaJ7IrjkMiTnj7SBrKDzSvGIL7gdErcEovq0IQqqLMAO3l1jyvwQuzjTKObia7ZECb3Y5yq-D0S4y0VnruUIz-s9GDbthET3NROzbb&__tn__=-UC-R


 
 
Finally, a few summertime reminders:  
 
Our Lisa Rolleri Parent Center will be OPEN for summer hours during July and August (until August 
7) on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. We also have parent workshops and 
more planned while school is out. Please​ ​click here for our full Parent Center calendar​. 
 
Please also note that as of July 1, PCSD’s summer hours will be in effect. The District will be open 
from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday and from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. on Fridays. 
 
As this school year comes to a close, we would like to thank everyone for their leadership and 
support as we work together to offer our students the very best educational experiences.  Thank 
you to our parents and families for supporting us; thank you to our community partners for your 
collaborative efforts; thank you to our Board of Education and all of our staff who work tirelessly 
to educate our children.   It has been an amazing year and the best still awaits us as we 
continue our collaborative efforts! We hope you have enjoyed reading this weekly brief. Over the 
summer, please keep an eye out for a monthly edition of this publication.  Thank you to PCSD 
Communications Specialist Ms. Laura Belfiore for helping to coordinate this communication 
effort. 
 
Wishing you a fun, healthy and relaxing summer! 
 
Dr. David Mauricio, Superintendent of Schools 

https://bit.ly/31T5B08

